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As I have sat in the spacious director's office the last few days 

my eyes have fallen upon scenes of hustle and bustle, Through the 
window to the street beyond may be seen the cars, trucks, and buses 
Speeding by, the crowds of people coming and going, and an occasional 
beast of burden, Through the open doorway looking to the Library and 
to the stairs leading down to the basement may be seen the coming and 
going of the directors and staff members of three archaeological 
expeditions. Life at the American School has indeed been busy and 


consequently exciting since the present director took over his duties 
from Prof. Robert C. Dentan on July l, 


The Dentans left on the morning of July 2 for a leisurely trip through 
Asia Minor and Europe. - That same afternoon Dr. and Mrs. Ovid R. 
Sellers returned to Jerusalem where they are so well-known and so 


much loved, Already on the ground were advance contingents of the 
Drew-McCormick-ASOR excavation staff at Balate (0.T. Shechem) and 
the Pittsburgh-Xenia expedition to Beitin (0.T.Bethel). By July 4 
the school's rooms were well filled with steadily arriving members 
of the Balata staff, including Dr. Robert Funk of Harvard, annual 
professor for this year, who arrived on July 7. By the time the dig 
got under full swing the following persons, in addition to G. Ernest 
Wright of McGormick, the archaeological director, were present to 
participate: Dean Bernhard Ww. Anderson, Drs. Robert J. Bull, Howard 
Ze Kee, William R. Farmer, Lawrence E. Toombs, and David M. Graybeal 
of the Drew faculty; George Buchanan, James Stewart, and Paul Holl- 
enbach, Drew students; Dr. and Mrs. Paul W. Lapp, Mr. and Mrs. Re Ge 
Boling, Edward Campbell, and Lawrence Sinclair of Johns Hopkins; 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Ellenberger of McCormick; and Art Talbert of the 
University of Chicago. Dr. Hans Steckeweh of Hannover, who directed 
she last German excavation at Balata in 1934, appropriately was 
present with his experience, and G. R. H. wright, the well-known 
Australian archaeological surveyor, had charge of drawing the planse 


During July Dean Ge M. Taylor and Dr. Howard Jamieson of the Pitts- 
burgh-Xenia faculty, John Stewart and John Irwin of the student 
body, and Dr. W. Glen Harris of Birmingham, Michigan, arrived to 
assist Dr, James Le Kelso at Beitin. Also arriving in the same 
month were Dr. James Pritchard and Dr. Fred Winnett to work at el- 
Jib. Finally, it must be noted that tourists and visitors again are 
coming to Jerusalem and a few have had longer or shorter stays at 
the school. Some of those who have been at the school are Prof. 
Erwin R. Goodenough of Yale, Ralph C. Smith of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Mrs. Edward L. R. Elson of Washington,D.C., 
Dr. and Mrs, Philip R. Glotfelty, Jr. of Charlotte, Michigan, Rev. 
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Robert A. Caine and Rev. Frank See of Duluth, and the Misses Kath- 
erine and Ruth See of Richmond, Virginia. 


As you can well imagine, the almost exclusive activity and interest 
of the school has been centered upon archaeology for the last two 
months with table talk consisting mainly of the discussion of the 
latest exciting finds at one site or another. I would like, there- 
fore, to let you in on this table talk with a brief summary of some 
of the results of these three excavations, 


Unquestionablg the Drew-McCormick-ASOR dig was the most ambitious of 
the three with its staff of twenty-three, representing six American 
institutions, all members of the corporation of ASOR: McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Drew Theological Seminary, and Boston,Chicago, 
Harvard, and Johns Hopkins Universities. The aim of the expedition 
was to discover the evidence by which a more detailed reconstruc- 
tion of the history of the site could be achieved. Now, at the 


close of the first full season of excavation, much of that evidence 
is available. 


The palace of the local governor of about 1700 B.C. has been tenta- 
tively identified. Between 1650 and 1550 B.C. Shechem reached its 
greatest heights and its bloodiest and most troublous days. During 
this period the great Cyclopean wall was built which for sheer mass- 
iveness is unmatched in Palestine, Even this wall was, however, 


insufficient to protect the city which had no natural defense and so 
a great earthen wall was constructed about 1600 B.C. The Egyptians, 
in spite of these elaborate defenses, captured the city in 1550 B.C., 
striking evidence of which appeared in the scattered bones of half a 
dizen men who had met their death on the wide stairway leading up to 
the gate from inside the city. During the period of the Israelite 
invasion of Palestine, Shechem did not suffer a violent interruption 
of its life, there being no warfare until the major break that came 
with the downfall of Abimelech about the end of the twelfth century 


B.Ce when, as the excavations showed, there was a major destruction 
of the city (Judges 9:45). 


One of the enigmas of this site has been the large temple unearthed 
by previous excavatorse Careful work has solved some of the prob- 
lems of this building, showing it to have been in fact a4 temple 
built about 1600 B.C. and in use as such until 1200 B.C. About 800 
B.C. & granary was built on top of the then unused temple. Evidence 
for a restoration of Shechem by Jeroboam I (Kings 12:25) is now 
clear with poor repairs in the east gate dating from this period. 
After the reign of Alexander the Great, Shechem again flourished, 
Older fortifications were rebuilt and east of the old temple fine 
homes, including one excavated this season, were established. 


Of no archaeological, but of general, interest was the visit on 
August 9 of U.S. Ambassador Lester D. Mallory and a corps of USIS 
newsmen and photographers with the result that the Balata dig and 


its significance for Jordan has been well publicized in the local 
newspapers. 
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Conducted on a somewhat more modest scale but no less productive of 
substantial results was the dig at Beitin under the direction of Dre 
Kelsoe This was the tenth joint dig which Pittsburgh-Xenia Theolog- 
ical Seminary has held in cooperation with the American Schools, a 
record in itself. The campaign this summer concentrated on the 
city's defenses, An excellent early Middle Bronze city wall was dis- 
covered on the north side of the city. It had a Hyksos glacis and a 
secondary defense wall. A later city gate led into a late Hyksos 
fortress complexe A section of the west wall of the city was also 
discovered but its complicated history is not yet unravelled. Later 


walls to the south and east fitted into various historic phases of 
the site. 


This third campaign at Beitin has rounded out the over-all picture of 
the site, except that Jeroboam's temple has not yet been located. 
Some of the most favorable areas for such a building are unfortunate- 
ly occupied by the modern village. Objects of value were rare this 


year since the excavation was in military areas and soldiers seldom 
left anything behind them. 


Even more modest in terms of staff but, perhaps, most spectacular in 
terms of individual finds was the operation at el-Jib (0.T. Gibeon) 
under the direction of Prof. James Pritchard of the Church Divinity 
School of the Pacific assisted by Prof. Fred Winnett of the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, as well as Miss Asia Halaby and Miss Linda Wither- 
ell, formerly of Cazenovia, New York, and now a student at the Brit- 
ish School of Archaeology, both of whom worked on drawing and regis- 
trye Working a schedule of two shifts of seven hours each per day, 
the clearing of the "pool" (actually a stairwell) begun last summer 
was completed. After reaching a floor at a depth of fourteen meters, 
the stairway which was visible last summer continued down in the form 
of a tunnel illuminated by means of light shafts from above until it 
reached a large cavern at a depth of about twenty-five meters. On 


the floor of the cave was water which the workers reported good e- 
nough to drink. 


But if the finding of water were not enough, the clearing operation 
turned up more than fifty inscribed jar handles comparable to those 
found last year. In addition, there was a large number of stamped 
and decorated handles as well as an incredible number of Astarte fig- 
urines, According to Dr. Pritchard the implications for both eighth 


century Palestinian palaeography and the economic history of ancient 
Israel are far-reaching. 


After the recent years' excitement over the Dead Sea Scrolls archae- 
ology has thus again come into a position of prominence. However, 
the scroll project is far from dead. Work on these world famous doc- 
uments continues to progress in the Palestine Archaeological Museum's 
Scrollery. After the Suez crisis of last year the full staff of 
those engaged on the non-biblical texts of Cave 4 has been gathered 
once again in Jerusalem, Fathers Milik and Starcky returned in the 
Spring to join Dr. Hunzinger who had returned immediately after the 
crisis. Mr. John Allegro arrived on July 1 and recently-wed Mr. John 
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otrugnek} came with his wife in early August. A new name has now 
been added to this staff, that of Father Joseph A. Fitzmyer, Sede, 
one of the fellows of the School this year. He is preparing a con- 
cordance of the non-biblical Cave 4 materials, primarily to aid in 
the last phase of relating the fragment groups. In order to cut 
down the number of visitors to the Scrollery which seriously impedes 
the work, a considerable number of plates of Cave 4 material has 
been put on public display in the north gallery of the Museum. They 
are, for the most part, pieces already published; a few others, at 
present not under study, have been added to these. Access to the 


Scrollery is consequently restricted now to bona fide scroll 
scholarse 





Within the school itself some changes have already taken place and 
more are to follow. In July Omar and his family were settled in the 
renovated and newly decorated apartment in the basement of the Dir- 
ector's Housee Both he and we are quite pleased with this new ar- 
rangement. Today we have begun to put the finishing touches on a 
newly redecorated sitting room at the Director's House, the beauty 
of which is a great joy to all who have seen it. Our thanks go eg~ 


pecially to Mrs. Sellers who has put in long hours sewing on the new 
drapesSe 


Former residents of the school will be saddened to learn of the 
deaths in July of the fathers of both Omar and Imran, Imran's sor- 
row was further deepened by the fact that his father's death was 
hastened by the accidental death of his sister-in-law. 


The present director's first two months have been indeed exciting 
ones. Not only have we had on eccasion the largest groups for meals 
that the school has seen for several years but at one time there 
were in residence at the school three former directors, three mem- 
bers of the board of trustees, a former annual professor, and a 
member of the Jerusalem School Committee (it must be added that some 
persons are to be counted in more than one capacity!). If this 
summer is any indication, we are setting new records: three excava-= 
tions at once, one with the largest staff of any ASOR dig; the 
largest number of residents for years; and an incredible number of 
former and present Schools' officials{! With this kind of auspicious 
start, even before the school year opens a month hence, we are hope- 
ful that the year ahead will be an especially rewarding one for all 
Who are in residenceée 


H. Neil Richardson, Director 


Jerusalem School 





